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The information furnished herewith concerns an individual who is believed to be 
covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning Presidential pro- 
tection, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 

1. □ Has attempted or threatened bodily harm to any government official or employee, 

including foreign government officials residing in or planning an imminent visit to the 
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2. □ Has attempted or threatened to redress a grievance against any public official by other 

than legal means. 
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of other group or organization inimical to U,. S. 


4- □ U* S* citizens or residents who defect from the U. S. to countries in the Soviet or 

Chinese Communist blocs and return. 
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(b) □ Expressions of strong or violent anti-U* S- sentiment; 

(c) □ Pfio*" *^cts (including arrests or convictions) or conduct or statements 

indicating a propensity for violence and antipathy toward good order 
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Subject resides Apartment 6A, 161 West 86th 
Street and is retired, Stabject is presently in poor health 
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1. National Council of — - 

American-Soviet ' . 
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The NCASF has been designated pursuant 
to Executive Order 10450. 
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of an auinouncement of a dinner eld on that date 

in the Grand Ballroom, Hotel Astor, Broadway and 44th Street, 
New York City, in tribute to the executive director of 
the NCASF. The announcement contained the name PAUL ROBESON 
among the list of sponsors of the dinner tribute. 
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The following informants were contacted in Nevember and 
December, 1967, and were shown a photograph of the sublcct wit 
negative results: 
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Will continue investigation to determine subject's whereabouts. 
If it Is deteminod that subject is at a specific location and/or 
rest home in Conneetiout appropriate leads will then be sent to 
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Subject's name is included in the Security Index. 




) ) The data appearing on the Security Index card are current. 
pn Changes on the Security Index card are necessary and Fon 
has been submitted to the Bureau. 
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charged with security responsibility. Interested agencies are 
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7. CD Subject previously interviewed (dates) * 

nn Subject was not.^nterviewed because (static reason) 

sub^lect has been described as mentally ill and is also 
in poor health* It is felt no useful purpose would be 
served by interviewing him and the risk of great 
embarrassment to the Bureau is conslderdie. 
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I 1 This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria and a letter 
has been directed to the Bureau recommending cancellation of the 
Security Index card. 

Bn This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the Security Index 
criteria and it continues to fall within such criteria because 
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in the Communist movement* He has been visited by CP 
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described by his wife as not changing ”his political 
views in any way*" 
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PAUL LE ROY ROBESON 
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address. A recent change has been determined and is being set forth below (change 
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"New York Post" of 12/23/6?, contained a short article 

stating thct the subject "v;ho has been ill much of the time 
since he collapsed near his I'ianhsttan home two years ago, has 
been hospitalized in Philadelphia, - Doctors In University 
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from dermatitis, a skin Inflammation, He is expected to be re- 
leased shortly." 
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Re New York letter to Director, 1/8/68 




On 1 2/21/67, SA 

and advised that he ascertained from an unknown 


e University of Pennsylvania Hospital that PAUL 
ROBESON had been admitted on 12/20/67, to be treated for 
Neurological Dermatitis. 

SHELLEY, 


He was admitted by Dr. WALTER B. 
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On 1/18/68, 

University of Pennsylvania Hospital, em esxaDiisnea source 
whose identity should be concealed, advised SA EDWARD A. SMITH 
that PAUL L. ROBESON was admitted to the University of 

vania Hospital on 12/19/67, for treatment of a Dermatitis 

infection. ROBESON indicated that his Philadelphia address would 
4951 Walnut Street, the residence of his 'sister, Mrs. MARIE 




FORSYTHE. 


ence was given as 

a notaMon^^^^^^^^^^^H||||H|^kndicate8 that the hospital 
bill shoulWS^^WffffBf^T^lTLEE LURIE, Attorney, 10 East 
40th /Street, New York City, 10016, 

- — On '5/19/B8vl | advised that ROBES 

lent and presumably^ 

returned to New York upon his release from the hospital. He 
noted that ROBESON had occupied a $45.00 a day room at the hospital. 


was [discharged 12/29/6 
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ReNYlet to the Bureau, 4/1/^*^^* copy to Philadelphia; PHlet 

to the Bureau, 2/20/68, no copy to New York, 

”The Worker" issue of Sunday, 4/7/68, page 4» column 2, In 
a five column spread setting forth plans in London- Berlin and 

Moscow to celebrate the 70th birthday of the subject on 4/9/68, 
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"a cable of greeting will be sent to ROBESON in Philadelphia 
from all his friends In Britain#" ^ 

New York radio station WBAI-FI'i in a two hour tribute to 
the subject,? to 9 p.m,, 4/9/66, referred to the subject as 
living quietly in Philadelphia with his sister* 
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The captioned individual ha* been the eubject of a eecurity inveBligatlon by this office. The 

Division has verified the permanent presence of Ihe subject in its division os 

residing and working at the addresses listed below. The „ Philadelph ia Division is being 

considered the new office of origin. 

Residence Address 


l|95l Walnut 
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Business Address, Name of Employing Concern and Address, Nature of Employment, and Union Affiliation, If any* 

Unemployed 
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Check the following applicable stotements: ^ ^ 

CXI This indivlduot is the subject of a Security Index Card. (The Bupouis^ guested to looke the appropriate 
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changes in Ihe Security Index at the Seat of Government. The 
should affix ihe addressee indicated above and the appropriate case file number.) 


Division 




This eubjeCi ift tQbbvd fur Dvlcouia 

This subject was carried as a Key Figure or Top Functionary* 

Handwriting specimens have been furnished to the Bureau* 

CE A photograph has been furnished to the Bureau. 

m A security flash notice has been placed with the Identification Division and a copy has been designated Ih 
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Security Index Cords 
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Photograph of subject (check appropriate item listed below) 

| X I ijsijntiiia snd thrirrr copies of most recent or best likeness 

None ovailable. 
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PAUL 


LEROY ROBESON, aka 
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NEGATIVE INFORMANTS 


The following confidential informants who are 
familiar with CP and/or CP front-group activities in the 
Philadelphia area were unable to furnish any information 
regarding subject's activities: 
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1* Subject's name is included in the [X| Security Index □ Agitator Index Rescrvdiindcx, 
2. IX] The data appearing on the [X| Security Index Card □ Agitator Index Card are current. 

5. □ The data appearing on the Reserve Index Card □ A □ B □ are current □ have 

been changed. 

4* □ Changes on the Q Security Index Card Q Agitator Index Card are necessary 

and Q Form FD-122 □ FD-397 submitted to the Bureau. 

5. dt i A suitable photograph {TTis is not available. 

Date photograph was taken 


6, □ 


charged with security responsibility. Interested agencies are 


IS 




Tliis report is classified . 



because 


f state reason; information pT(^ided by confidential inrormants 
of continuing value could result in their identification 
and compromise the future effectiveness thereof. 


8. [121 Subject previously interviewed (dates) 


m Subject was not reinterviewed because (state reason) 

subject has been described as mentally ill and is 
also in poor health. It is felt no useful 
would be served by interviewing hi 


purpose 


9. □This 


10 . 


case no longer meets the □ Secunty Index | | 
letter has been directed to the Hureaii recomiiiending caBcellation. 


(XI This case has been reevaluated in the light of the Security Index □ Agitator 
Index criteria and it continues to fall within such criteria because (state reason) 

of the subject's considerable and 
in the Communist movement. He 


long-time involvement 
is now nearly 73 
years old and evidently not personally dangerous, . As 
recently as 1969, however, he was used by the CP as 
an honoree. His own attitude toward this CP function 
Is n6t known, except that he did not attend for reasons 

r»f* 'hVi. 


1 1. E Subject’s SI card is tabbed □ Priority 1 □ Priority 11 Pr 
^T] Subject’s activities warrant such tabbing because (state reasons) 

of his past activities. 
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Field Office File # 
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100-33128 


PAUL LEROY ROBESON 
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DETAILS; 


SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 






Subject resides 
Pa., and is not 
curtailed since 


at 4951 Walnut 

His 


Street, 

activit 


employed . 

1966 by poor health. 


- C - 


Phil adelphia, 
s have been 



Philedel 



Pa. 


RESIDENCE AND E>:PL0YT''SNT 



rZCLAS 



advised on March 5, 1971, that subject resides 
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on October 11, 1967, that 
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PH 100-33126 



The 


October 17. 

^ - — n 9 


1Q67. iaatie of* "The Worker." the 


Sunday edition of the "Daily Worker," an east coast Comrmjnist 
newspaper, which has since gone out of business, page 3, carried 
a four colunn article concerning the subject and stated in the 
last paragraph, "PAUL H03530N, now 69 , suffered serious injuries 

in a fall in 1965..." 




on April I 3 , 1969, there would be a cultural program 
celebrating the 71st birthday of PAUL ROBESON at the Joe Louis 
Theater, 35th Street and Kichigan Avenue, Chicago, 111. 



a birthday ce 
sponsored by the 
The event was to 


ion on 13, 1969, for PAUL ROBESON, 

African-American Heritage Association (AAHA), 
be held at the Joe Louis Theater, Chicago, 111 




On 


furnished information that 

an anniversary celebration, sponsored by the AAHA, was held on 
April 13 , 1969 , in honor of PAUL ROBESON. The affair was held 
at the Joe Louis Theater, Chicago, 111., and WILLIAi: PATTERSON, 
described as a CP leader from New York, was the main speaker. 



advised on 


eiuocxiu uijtcr 



that ROBESON was very 


April 13 , 1969. 


An article in the "Philadelphia Tribune," a daily 
Philadelphia newspaper, on August 9, 1969, stated that 71 year 
old Negro actor and singer, PAUL ROBESON, was confined to the 
University of Pennsylvania Hospital suffering from a heart 
condition. The article further stated that ROBESON had been 
"ailing" since I 96 I, when he suffered a physical breakdown while 



Pennsylvania 
was a patient 
1969 , and was 




nlversity of 
, 1969 , that ROBESON 

hospital from August 25, 1969 to September 26, 
under psychiatric care because of "depression," 


Sources who are familiar with CP and/or CP front 
group activities in the Philadelphia area have been contacted 
end were unable to furnish any infoi*mstlon of recent activity 
by ROBESON. . ' -2^t- 
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Memorandum 


Director, FBI (Bufile- 


100-12304 
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Recomwend: | 1 si Card 
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Card changed (specify change cmly) \ \ Subject removed (succinct summary attached) 


Name 


Aliases 


I I Native Bora 
1 J Naturalized 




Tab 
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□ AWC 

□ bnt 

□ BPP 



uategoiy 
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□ COMMUNIST 

□ JFG 
I I MIN 


□ NL 

□ noi 


□ PLP 
Q PPA 


□ prn 

□ SDS 


□ SNC 

□ SPL 
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( ] Miscellaneous (Specify) 


Business Address, Name of Employing Concern and Address, 
Nature of Employment, and Union Affiliation, if any. 


Date of Birth 

Place of Birth 

Race 

Sex 




1 ' 1 EJ 

1 i indMc 




1 1 Female 


Residence Address 
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FH 100-38128 


PAUL LEROY ROBESON 


This case has been reevaluated in light of the Administrative 
Index criteria amd it falls within such criteria. 

Subject*s activity continues to fall within CATEGORY III because 
of his long time close contact with CPUSA leaders. He was honored by the CP 
as recently as 1969* 

The next report will be due 3/31/72. 
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Recommcml: □ ADEX Card [2Z ADEX Card changed (specify change cmly) □ Subject removed (succinct summary attached) 
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ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF J^^ICE 


im Reply^ PUate R^er to 

FiU No. PH 100-3 S128 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

March 7# 1972 




SUBJECT: 


PAUL LE ROI ROBESON 




CHARACTER: 


SM-C 




REFERENCE: New York coniEiuni cation dated 6/12/68 




Referenced communicaiion contained subject*s residence and/or employinent 
address. A recent change has been determined and is being set forth below (change 
only specified): 
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(100-12304) 


DATE 


PHIIADELPHIA (100-38128) 
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OBESON 


Philadelphia report 3/31/72 


This letter is submitted in lieu of a report inasmuch as no 



pertinent data has been developed since date of referenced communir 
cation. FD-305 enclosed. 


RESIDENCE: 

EMPLOYMENT 




Sub)ect*^einpIoynie^ pC| residence □ remains the same. 
Source " 



O Subject’s employment □ residence □ has changed to; 
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ACTIVITY: 


Source: 


The following security informants and established sources were 
contacted on the indicated dates and were unable to furnish any pertinent 
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infonnation regarding subject: 


Informant 



Date Contacted 
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Date Contacted 
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name is included in the ADEX-* Categoiy □ I □ II 
The data appearing on the ADEX Card are current- 
} — I Changes on the ADEX Ceud are necessary and Form FD-122 submitted to the Bureau 

A suitable photograph is available* 


taken 


5* nSubi 



is charged with 


Interested 


6* □ This report is classified 

(staff rfason) 


because 


7* □ Subject previously interviewed (dates) 



Subject was not interviewed Q reinterviewed because (state reason) 

ROBESON has been described as mentally 111 and in poor 
health. It Is felt no useful purpose would be served by 

interviewing hli 


8. Q This case no longer meets the ADEX criteria and a letter has been directed to the Bureau 

recommending cancellation. 

9. This case has been reevaluated in the light of the ADEX criteria and it continues to fall 

within the criteria of Category marked above because (state reason) subject * 

considerable and long Involvement in the Communist 
Movement, ROBESON is now 74 and in poor health and does not 
appear to be personally dangerous. The CP still continues 
to use his name and as recently as 19^9 he was used by 

ths ss S-H honoi'ss# 

10* [X! This case has been reevaluated in the light of the ADEX criteria and it should be tabbed 

Category QII ®IH QlV because (5fatf rfason> 

See 9 above. 


11. Security Flash Notice (FD-I65) to Identification Division: 
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CongresiiS o( ttie ^Hniteti &tate« 

f^ouat of 3Elepref(entatibeie 

tSai^fngfon, lO.C. 20315 


Walt 


January 29, 1975 


Clarence Kelley, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, DC 20535 


Dear Mr, Kelley: 


Asioc. Dir. 

Dap* AD Adm — 

D«^ AO lav. _ 
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1 c«n* 

1 Wa*'*' 

1 Inapactlofi 
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I plon. E Ev«l. 

I Sp»c. la^- 

I Train^a® ^ 

lowactor S#c*t; 
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I attach herewi th a copy of a letter from a constitu- ^ 


of Boston College 


You will note that 


is a distinguished 


tJj 


author of two volumes on American history. 


He makes the request to be able to inspect 
in the possession of the FBI with regard to Pau 
about whose career 


a 


e documents 
obe son * a 


comprehensive biogrSp _ , 



is seeking to write a 


I would appreciate it if you would inform me and 
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as to the appropriate methods to follow 


at this able historian of the Black people in America 
might obtain access to those documents which are essential 
to his comprehensive research on the life of Paul Robeson. 
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send to you my appreciation for your attention to 


this matter. 
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Member of Congre 
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ALL IMFORMATIOM CONTAINED 
HEliEifl IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE_ii^BY^</?7cA. 
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Boston College, Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 02167 Telephone (61 7) 969-01 00 

s 

January 15* 1975 


Deparirnent of Hfstory 


Representative Robert F. 
Room ??ii 

House of Representatives 
House Office Building 

Washington, D.C., 20515 
Bear Father Drinant 


Drinen, S.J 


T h 




Last ^Thursdey^hrough Saturday I interviewe 


A auA. 




ing ^ottT 

UnAmerlcan Activities Comnittee. 
was underway , though It took som 



Sf -he mentioned that he had 
ain his file from the House—. 


also stated that the process 
o get his file* If, indeed, you 
are able to do this for him, Is it also possible that this can be done for 

Paul Robeson’s file? 


I am also Interested in seeing the material on Robeson 
in both .the State Department and the Fe deral Bureau pi^nvestigation* 

Robeson had his passport taken from him in 1950 and be did not regain it 
until 1958 when Rockwell Kent won his d^isfon* I read recently in the 
New York Times that material dating back over fifteen years ago is now 
open for research In the 5PI, Is this accurate? Whatever help you nay be 
able to cffer in any of these areas would be much appreciated. 





with this as a bacKgroun 

end bring to light a man tjho has been 

* 

I hope to hear from you at your 

your consideration in this matter* 


all but forgotten in America* 
earliest convenience. Thank you for 
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HEREIN IS UNCLASSiFIED 
DATEi-j. 



* -r 


»' ' . 


... . *7 *• I .W* v;* .A-' 


* * . 


• • •!! 




•v^ «• 







/:l^o l/ 






•V - • * 


,s ■ 



# •• .i, 


-f 







J 




. « -•! 


■ f. 

■ ^i- 


’ ■ H: 




• -f 




- * 

> 


*v» 








•< 





^ i 


^4 


!•» '»i 


"2 




■••• ■-' ■; '.!• 


■ V 








•'^V/ 

• li. 






•%o. 

•'•Lir*. 


t r *v*^v 




FctruarjTf 167S 






REC-3T 




1 - Mr. Mintz 

1 - Legal Analysis Unit - Enc. 
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Qfur letter of January 2Sth 


Bonorable Revert F. Drlnan 
House of EepresenUtlvts 
Washington, D. C. 2051S 

Dear Congressman Drlnan: 

This Is to nckno>\(^led 
In behalf of n constituent, 

- It is our oplnl(^ that to furnish 
information from our files concerning Paul Robeson vould con- 
stitute invasion of his personal privacy. Hovever, if be can 
obtain n notarised authorization from Mr. Robeson, or from n 
faiSily member who can legally act In his behalf, conslderatian 
yrili, then be given to acceding to his request , subject to the p ro- 
?;vlsions of the Freedom of Information Act. 










-,for<hrd any further communications cooccmlag his request 
cairfegtiy to our headquarters, attention I^eedom of btformation 

iAct 


Sincerely yours, 

C. M. Kelley 


ALL INFORMATION CON 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIE 

DATE.4z4r-aLBY 


Clarence M. Kelley 


Director 


1 - The Deputy; Attorney (jehiral - Enclosures (2) 
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TO 


VNITE13 STATES GO\ ^jtNMENT 

Memorandum 

FOIA Unit 
FBI 


FROM 



subject: 


/ 



daty; 


May 6, 1975 



Susan M. Hause 
Staff Assistant t 
Deputy Attorney* General 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT REQUEST 



Enclosed herewith is a request under the Freedom of 
Inf<5fRation Act, 5 U .S .C. 552, for access to files relating to 
Paurt<obeson. This request has also been referred to the 
Criminal Division. 


Pursuant to 28 CFR #16.5 which took effect on February 
19, 1975, the responsible division shall, within ten working 
days , either comply with or deny a request for records unless — 
unusual circumstances warrant an extension of time. 


In cases where additional time is required, extensions 
shall be granted by the head of the division in increments 
of five days or less . The requester should be notified of 
the reasons for the time extension and the date on which 


a determination Is ejfpected . 


. A J _ 


- - 1 - 


the requester should be in* 


II me requesx is oenieo, 
formed by the head of the responsible division of 1) the 
exemption (s) authorizing the withholding of the records, 
2) how the exemption applies to the record withheld and, 
where relevant, a brief explanation of why discretionary 
release is not appropriate, 3) the name and title of the 
person (s) responsible for the denial, and 4) his right of 
administrative appeal within 30 days to the Attorney 
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after. 


m-f 


, xio 

JUN 1^1975 


,K lUi 




Copies of all acknowledgements, extension notices, 
responses should be forwarded to my office. Room 4212 



Bonds "Rfiularly on tbo-Bayntt~Savings Plan 
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>U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 





WASHINGTON, D. C. 20530 


I 


REQUEST FOR ACCESS TO OFFICIAL RECORD 
UNDER 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 28 CFR PART 16 


n I V r * V 2. ’ f 
('t -j'-.t GF ”H£ 


My 


i. 2:^H’75 


at bottom of page 


DO YOU WISH TO RECEIVE COPIES ? 

IF YES, SO INDICATE (no more thon 10 cople« of ony 
document will be fumUhedl* 


NUMBER OF COPIES 
REQUESTED 


DESCRIPTION OF RECORD REQUESTED (Include any Jnformetion 



OFFICE AND CITY WHERE RECORD 
IS LOCATED (if known) 


moy be helpful In locoting record) 




•r 










LITIGATION; DOES THIS REQUEST RELATE TO A MATTER IN PENDING OR PROSPECTIVE LITIGATION? □ YES ONO 


FILL IN IF 
m PENDING 
LITIGATION 


ICOURT (check one) 


DISTRICT 


FOR USE BY DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ONLY 


THIS REQUEST IS; 


n GRANTED 



DENIED 


n RFFFftRFD 



NAME OF CASE 


DOCKET NUMBER 



AWINIMUM FEE OF $3.00 MUST ACCOMPANY THIS REQUEST. 

CTUER CHARGES ARE AS FOLLOWS, (d« n&f wrif«/n thU 


FOR SP<;pND AND EACH ADDITIONAL ONE QU^TER 
HOUR SP^T IN SEARCHING FOR OR IDENTJFYING 
REQUESTEDseECORD | 1,00 


FOR EACH ONE QUARTER HOUR ^NT IN MONITORING 
REQUESTER'S EX^INATION OE/MATERIAL $ t.OO 


%l 4 9 ^ ^ 


uurjci ur uuuuMtmd^ 
50# FIRST PAGE, 


H ADDITIONAL PAGE 


FOR CERTIFJCATION OF TRUE COPY $ LOO EACH 

FOR ATTESTATION UNDER THE SEAL OF 
THE DEPARTMENT $ 3.00 EAC 



CHARGE 


TOTAL CHARGE 


payment under this section shall be made in cash, or by United States money order, or 
by check payable to the Treasurer of the United States, postage stamps will not be accepted. 


This 


may be delivered to any of the offices listed in 28 C. F. R. 16.2 or mailed to: 


Deputy 
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I^^ay 5, 1975 


‘jcan Hauser 
Freedom of Information 
Department of Justice 
..aunin2ton,__ D.C. .20010 

Dear Ms. Hausen 


Office 



. enclosed iriiOrrr.ation advance from; Fracrer Publ'’ shc^E . In''’ 

ijr^n+’^-TTpc? rnft ^ ^ 1 > r- ^ *•“ * 

12 to present a researcher in 

my employ, 

4 

V'lth the exception of the publication date, which now 
has been char.'^ed to early 19 ? 6 , all information about the 



? r* r -. 


' *T> 


, nature and contents of the book are accurate 


^ k/O date t 


and 



CO appreciative of the willin.^^nes 
has thus, far encountered 
zo any further accictance 


in your 
you rend 


s to assist that 
office and I will 



T con be reached by telephone at either 
if further clarification is needed, 
these numbers upon request. 



my home or office 


an 


.•w >1 


Eg 
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end: Advance Information from 
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AD VAIN CE 



PRAEGER PUBLISHERS. INC. 

Ill Fourth Avenue, New York, New York 10003 • Telephone: (212) 254-4100 


f 
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Title: 



Author: 

Publicatioll 



Fonrat; 6 X 9" 

Pages: 265 
lllu». two 8 -p. inserts 


SCOPE, NATURE. AND CONTENTS 


Price; 


or more 
ca +0,95 





'his popular biography of Paul Kobeson, the ^,reat black athlete, 

cinKer, actor, linf:;uir,t, and political activist who in the McCarthy 
period in the United Etates plummeted from a peak of fame and popular- 
ity to vrhat can only be described as enforced obs'cr)rity, will rscreatr: 
t>ie rna ^ and his ley.enu In a warm, readable, but serious book. 

is interviewing lifelong friends and co-workers of i-,obe.son 
aunarers, detractors, and son i'aul, Jr,, who is makinii available to 
her letters aid other mate'^ials from the dobeson archives as the ofl'l- 
cial biographer, Lioyd L. Brown, finishes with them. Her >'ook will 
bo published well in advance of the Brown book and will have the 
advantap.e of beinr; written by a younn; black woman with a fresh point 

of view. . Uhe came to this biography as the result of covering the 

birthday celebration for 


> 




and realiz 

ly.ure — once widly acclaimed, later so shunned 

that his name disappeared from bibliographies and prints of his famous 
movie performance in Eugene O’Neill’s 


The Emperor Jones 

troyed ( a patched-together version is now playing in 
the?! left to oblivion. 


s 


u.o 


were de- 
theaters). 


Today th 
of whom 
( 7 ds mos 
his expel 



new surge of Interest in Hobeson, A generation 
is a spokesman is collecting his old recordimzs 
urn prices and re-evaluating the significance of 
Covering the dramatic span of his life as football 
hero, artist, passionate humanitarian. Communist sympathizer, outcast, 

and forgotten man, she begins her book with his childhood in rrinceton, 

N.J., where his clergyman father, bom a slave, raised him after his 
mother, the descendant of a free black of Revolutionary days, died in 

a lire when young Paul was six. Her book then explores his feats at 
Rutgers (Phi Betta Kappa as well as the first black named All-American); 
his svfiteh from law school to the concert stage and his triumph as 
an actor in Othello; his development as performer, translator, and 
populai;izer of Tihe folk songs of many nations; his evolution into a 
political" artist; his tours of Europe, residence in tngland and 
Russia; his marriage and the other women in his life. The final chapter 
will tdke him to the present or to his possible death. 
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1 - Mr. "l^annall 

Attn: Mr. Deegen 

June 19 , 1975 
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f ^ 
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Tour letter dated May 5th to Susan Bauser 

was referred to the FBI for response. 


that 


In response to your request, please be advised 
in order to preserve the privacy of ell Individuals who 
may be the subject of similar inquiries. It has been necessary 
for the FBI to maintain the practice of not indicating 
whether %ie do or do not have infomation In our files 
pertaining to the subject of your Inquiry. 


In the event you are able to obtain notarised' 
suthorlxation fron Mr. Paul Robeson directing us to release 


to you any information 
him, we shall thereafter 
accordingly. 


our files may contain concerning 

search our files and advise you 



rV 





since we have not conducted 

files, please to not Infer that we do 
Infonaation you requested. 


Sincerely yours, 

C. M. Ke(Ie2 


Clarence K. Kelley 



Ox cmr 

not have the 
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Mr. Rother C. Owen 



Robeson 
25-137212 


probably identical with the subject of 

'iQLO-12304 and 105-19153 and approximately 

search would require 30 hours . 
and preliminary file review 300 hours for which $1,320 would 
be charged at the rate of $4/hour. Fees not mentioned in 
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ADIC, Kew York 

SAC, Phllsdelphls (100-38128) 


jOJL inFOr^ATlOH COKTAT^ 


HEREIM is U13CLASSIF1E? 


roa 


Director 

^Ul/ioBE BON 

R (CPUSa) 


FBI (100-12304) 


except IfKEKE SHOWS 
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OTHERWISE 


C0UMSU08ATIYE COMMITTER 


Enclosed 



of a self-explanat 

classified "Secret 



Phila delphia,! 

dated 



copy 



FBiaO files contain no inforaatlon 


subj eet 






nd Philadelphia conduct indices search 
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3/; 

r • • •«.’ 






» t 







Iftfpacttsn 
le*elL 


Lskefstsfy 
Lapal Cewe 


Plan, ft E«s1d 
Ree. Mpet* 
Spec, lev 

Treifl keg 


Telapherve Rm. 


il^herve Rm. 

®-&f Efi 2 9*1l?y° 


T M’T’F!'! 


• V • 


e 

/ 


* • 


. %' 


-f ^ 


. t 

.' t / 


. . ' :< .. > ' V ' ; i 'r , ^ -.V. :•• . . 

•• . . * • / *• •* ^ * • '* • . j . • • - 


lOT-Mi 

r.^-T‘- '-Ti''!* ‘ ^ • jt‘ -iv ••. t'.V-' ^ ‘ ' ^. ' 






s . 




<. 


fj •• 


'.•It, ' 


UP' ti\ v^. • • 

, ' , • 1. , .-* •!• --••-'•-I— H -t ■ 


. , V.-*4 «•.» .• ' 7 ,*•' 


. n . •• 

*. -y ,f r..iec«* 


— •_■/ 


1 


• 7 ’ * s* 


•J .-•» 


/ • p 

v;f-' ’•••• 


o ^ ^ a a«vtofta*i 

:fv-cr-n 

■ ’ * ’ . .•.-*. ^ • - -I • .-''r . .*•• •■ * ' • . 


< ^ • a 

4 > ^ » f 


» - ft 


• ' • <. 


^ T 




B.** ' I . J * 1 . 




- ■* * *•. ‘ 














t 


I ^ 






nJ> 


z- t' 

fi’’ 

• •• 

..V 

-V. 

'•^' P r 





■ 1 -- >J.< 

• n • ^1 to 


Ftv^ mev. 2-14-74) 


^acsmit the following in 


. t 


Via 


AIRTEL 


C ’ . 

A : — -■ 

X;- . . - - ., 






F B I 


Date 


3/1/77 


Ctype in plaintext or code) 


•% 


(Precedence) 


W 


9 • • w 

! 


m • 





" * 


TO: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-12304) 


f « 
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FROM: 


SUBJECT 


SAC, PHILADELPHIA (105-25444) (SQ12) (RUC) 

DBESON COMMEMORATIVE COMMITTEE 

IS-R (CPUSA) 


•V V 


Re Bureau air tel dated 2/17/77* 






Philadelphia 
set matter, ' 


Paul 


fail to reflect any references 
son Commemorative Committee." 


m 




assume 


of PAUL ROBESON • 


history 












RECJ 

Gr-jos 


dlBureau (100-12304) (RM) 

1-New York (100-25857) (Info.) 
1-Philadelphia (105-25444) (SQ12) 
CJW: vmr 
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TRANSMIT VIA 
I I Teletype 
I I Facsimile 
gg^Airtel 


PRECEDENCE: 
1 I Immediate 
i I Priority 
ffPROPRi a ^ SUuHine 

Fifio C' ■ — "■ 

■AiJVirrr 
^^lp(sj cr/r 




CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 
Q E F T 0 

□ CLEAR 

Date WAR 8 5 87? 
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DIRECTOR 

CATTNS 



ALL IITFCrJL/lTIOK CaNTAIiaj 
EETJIIN IS UiCCLASSIFIED ,* 
IIZCZFT WHERE SKOWH • 
OlHET/SISE 


FROM: 


SUBJECT 


ADIC, NEW YORK 05-15757 3; tCJ 

^ - - 

PAULTIOBESON CX3MMEM5RATIVE COMMITTEE 


IS-R (CPUSA) 

(00 : New York) 


CUSS, ft m. BY 
BEASOK-FCIU II, 1 

DATE OF REVIEW 




2A7/77 



Re FBIHQ alrtel to New York and Philadel 
which enclosed a self-explanatory 



1 -P 





ana rnxi.aaejLpaj.a as-rrei. ro rjujuti^^ uai::eu 



i/ / / # 


Enclosed herewith for FBIHQ are eight (8) copies of 
self-explanatory letterhead memorandum (IHM), dated and capt^ 
as above* Two copies of this airtel and enclosed LHM are Int 
ded for transmittal to I«egat| Ottawa* AIso^ two copies of tl 
alrtel and XHM are being designated for the Philadelphia Offj 



L4 



The New York Office CNYO) has no further Information 

MM* ^ 





b']j: 



In view of the fact that the PRCC is apparently a 
Canadian-based organization, no investigation will be conducted 

However, should future information concerning 

it will be furnished 


concerning it* 


the PROG come to the attention of the NYO, 

to FBIHQ in form suitable for dissemination abroad, so it can be 
transmitted to Legat, Q^awa* 

Bureau (Ends* ^ * 

(2 •• Legat* Otd 
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•• Legat* 

Philadelphia (105-25444) 
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D STATES DEPARTMENT OF . 
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TICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

New York, New York ' 

MAR 2 5 1977 


Paul Robeson Commemorative Committee 


•• 


The Wednesday, July 21, 1976 issue of the **Daily 
World”, on page 6, contained an article entitled ”To the UN: 
Declare Paul Robeson birth date Day of International Peace 
and Friendship”, The article, datelined ’Toronto”, reflected, 
in part, that the Paul Robeson Commemorative Committee (PRCC), 
recently formed in Toronto, has called upon the Secretary Gen- 
eral of the United Nations, Kurt Waldheim, to place before the 
United Nations the proposal that the birthdate of Paul Robeson 
(April 9), be officially proclaimed as ”the Paul Robeson day of 
International Peace and Friendship”, 
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fi".-'-'* r ^ ^ 

ft.’ /ir 
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The ’’Daily World” is an east coast communist news- 
paper. 

The late city edition of ’The New York Times”, dated 
December 23, 1963, reported that Paul Robeson left 
the United Statea on July 10, 1958, after an eight- _ 
year legal fight and a Supreme Court ruling to obtai 

a passport. 

According to the article, Paul Robeson once said^he 
loved ’’the Soviet people more than any other nation 
because of their suffering and sacrifices for us, 
the Negro people, the progressive people, the people 

of the future in this world". 


O 

n. 0 



uestions directed at Robeson 
n New York, New York on Dece 
answered by his wife who told reporters 
till thinks Communism is 



Most of the 
his arrival 
1963, were 
her husband 


The January 24, 1976 issue of the "Daily World”, 
on page 1, contained information reflecting that 
Paul Robeson died January 23, 1976 in Fniladeiphia, 

Pennsylvania, 




La document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
^ ^of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). It is the 
Qproperty of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Paul Robesoa Commemorative Committee ' 



article appear!^ in the July 21, 1976 issue 

of the World” also reflected that the PRCC Is headed 

by Hain^fiyiJtfurDhY.^ a retired trade unionist, who is Chairman 
of the PRCC , 

The letter sent by the PRCC to Kurt Waldheim, 
Secretary General of the United Nations, also appears in 
the July 21, 1976 **Daily World” article# 


At the end of the July ^1, 1976 **Daily World” 
article appears a note entitled *To our readers:”, written 
by "A.B,”, not further identified, which note solicits 
support from "Daily World" readers for the PRCC*s proposal 
to the United Nations* This note Indicates the address of 
the PRCC to be 214 Beverly Street, Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
M 5T 123. 


Attached hereto is a copy of 
article which appeared in the Jiily 21. 

iwurxu' * 


the above- ref erred 
1976 issue of the 


to 
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- TrOROfrr^Tlie>ai^ Robwoo Qwi. 

roemorative Committee, rcceatl; form- 
ed Ib ToroQto. has ^ed npon the 
Goieral Secretary of the United Na- 
tiais, Kurt Waldheim, to place befm 
the United Nations the proposal that 
the birthdate of Paul Robeson be offi* 
dally proclaimed as “the Pmil Robe- 
ton day .of lotentatiooal Peace and 
Friendship.” , ' . .. , 

Robeson's life tod work was the 
subject of .a concert tribute recently in 
Toronto, which drew wide recognitioiK 
and acclaim. At the concert the packed 
audience beard messages of tribute. 
'-*frt»Q'{be four, corners of the ^obe, 
mai^ of whom subscribed to the i^ of 
tetUng aside April 9 as an Intematiooal 
day.'.-;- ■ ..v,' : ■ 

'Die 'Committee, ..beaded by Harrey 
Murphy, a retired trade unionist wbo'' 
led the fight in 'Canada to free Robe- 
. too from the U.S.-tmposto ban on, his- \ 
travel daring the 19S0’s, has tent the- ' 
following letter ^ to Waldheim with 
copies to the SUtes Members {U.N. . 
delegations), as well as to all Non-^^/ 
Governmental Organizations at - the" 
United Nations. A special appeal wlD, '• 
be made to the Canadian Gwemmeat ' 
to support and carry the prqxoal to the 

U.N. General Assembly, • _ 

• •• • ^ ^ 

H»o#rabl< \ 

$» cr » f ory G «nfql Ufrftvrf Wat Sam 
IMtad Nation*, Now Yofk, KY* 

♦ -.4 9 • 

M .r . . . 1 

Wo aro ocMrouing a ro«|voot lo fov 
’ fof eofuidoroHon of iho 
ifiof tko Unitocf Notion* Orgoniia* 

Hon prodoim iHo birthd^ of taiil 
Kob*ton, April 9, riocoosori In Jon* 

" vary ririt yoor, o» Iho world doy of 

and friondthip oiron^ otf 

> " e» " - • T'* 

Wo rotpocifytty vvggoot that It 
•KoaU Im prodaimod ofBdolty-on 
April 9th, in .porpotulty, a* fho 
f AUL tOftESON DAY OF INT^tNA- 
TIONAL PEAS AND FRIENDSHIP 
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' Such on action woold bo bi tior* 
" mony with tho onivorHil aim* and 
activ i tio * . of fhk 
man who wo* known onO lovod tor 
hh oocKoldct offort * in tho caato 
, ' of pooco and friondthip In tho 
world, a* woR as for hb w oo H oo 
■ f oniuo at a concort tbtpor and 
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Hfe Bfo and work woro porhop* 
host lynibolixod oriton In ito front 
Ibho* of Spoin in 1939, dnginfl lo 
Iho loyolHI troop* and to tho 

tto*p i of tho IntomotlofMri Irip- 
ado*« tho gun* woro sHRod on both 
ddot of tho fighting fronts - 
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Hi* ilvdioi of tho long u agoi of 

many notion* cmd p oopio fa*cnmo 
a Ji f o long olfort to took onioonal 
oomimmication of Iho mo«*O 90 al 

and frlond«li2p. D It tnio lo 
•ay thot hi* OMigi and hb word* 
rang llko tho boH af fro o do m 
aroond tho world, to ail continont* 
and pooplotk 

No pofM can loy that hb vnigao 
abifitiof and gift* woro laod othor 
than to hool ond ovorcomo obota- 
do* and ontogonbm among Ihh 
monkind. And bi thb noblo wmk 
of lovo and brothorhood a* ho hbn^ 
wlf dodorod, wdl novor 
Hoot ono tbovcandth part of 
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' Ovr pvrpofo In totting forth thb 
iuggotllon b to providd for Iho 
poopio* of oil fond* and covntrio* 
dicry bi which oH may colobrato 

■and commoncdity 


Hb coorago and brovocy, and b» 
particular,, hb ‘ vrtrolonting atrog- 
glo for ftbo froodom and dignlty^ of 
tho colorod ond tho opprottod 
plot of alt oountrlos, hot loft a 
logocy which mutf not bo for* 
gottoa*' 
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Ho was a Black Amorban, ion of 
a fllovd who fought for and achiovi* 
od hb froodemB Thb horitago np 
doubt Idd Foul Roboton to tho oMo 
of iho Working poopio, Blodi, 
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whito or brown, to strugglo with ^ 
fhotn for tho attaSnmont of human 
dignity ond froodom. 
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•» Im«iw taul >ob w », 

tv&vta cofiM frMVt «tt ports «f 

worldl Ttw owdionc* iNMwb " 
movtfy roipoTHM t» th« propaiol 
of ro<|w*«tw»9 tho Unitod Morton s 
to pn^m (ik bkthdoy m *THE 
MlH ROBWN DAY OF INTfRNA- 
TIONAL PEACE AlO FtICNOSHIP.'' 
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copio* of thk Wftor to oR Stotos 
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OrponbartOfi ond to ol Non Coo 
ornmont Orponixalions* Wo do 
kt ordor tb^ Pool Roboaoft's 
tfibuHofi to ondorslondbkf 
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PAUi 90KS0H OOMMEMORATIVl 
COMMITTEEr-/TORONTO. CANADA. 

Motmv Morohv. Chokifioii 




To our readers: 

A 

• o * s • j ^ 

Surely, this proposal should and wUl 
receive the widest support from imicms, 
churches and community tffganizations 
tn Paul Robes(Mi*s homeland, the 

We suggest that Daily World readers 
bring the request for a UN proclama* 
tioo <a April 9 as PAUL ROBESON 
DAY OF INTERNATIONAL PEACE 
AND FRIENDSHIP to the attention of 
t membership of their organizations; 
and that copies of resolutions in sup- 
port of . the Canadian committee’s 
tiaUve be forwarded to the Paul Robe- 
son CMnroemorative Committee, 214 Bev- 
erly Street, Toronto. Ontario, Canada 
II 9T 123, to the Honorable Kurt Wald- 
lUiin , Secretary General, United Nations 

and to the Hniorable William Scranton, 

S Ambassador to the United Natians. 

>■ 'A.B. 
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Hewlett Johneon, Dean o( CantertMry with Paul Robeson during the 1050s. 
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dated 


ait el dated 2 / 1 7/77 
3/1/77, 


Retention 

I — I For information □ optional 

I — I The enclosed is for your infon 
sources, I 1 paraphrase conte 

\ — I Enclosed are corrected pages 
dated 




For appropriate 
action \ _] ftirep, by 

bn. If used in a future report. 
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report of SA 
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Your eonnnmleatlon dated 3/1/77^^ 
present form is unacceptable, tbs 
results suitable for dissemination 
abroad as originally requested In 

referenced BTJRaj^tel 2/17/77* 
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Director, FBI (100-12304) 
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SAC. Philadelphia (105-25444) (SQ12) (RUC) 


SUBJECT 


EAUL^ROBESON' COMMEMORATIVE COMMITTEE 
IS-R (CPUSA) 
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Re FBIH 


-explanatory 
airtel dated 3/1 



, w hich con tained a ^ 

ted Philadelphia^ 

airtel dated 3/25/77, 


Enclosed for FBIHQ are eight copies of a self- 


LHM 


Commemorative Committee is a 


Canadian based, organization, no investigation is being 


conducted. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Philadelphia » Pennsylvania 

March 29, 1977 





PAUL ROBESON COMMEMORATIVE COMMITTEE 

The files of the Philadelphia, Pa., Office of the^ 
Federal Bureau of Investigation fail to reflect any information 
concerning the Paul Robeson Commemorative Committee. 

No information has been received indicating such 
an organization exists in the Philadelphia, Pa. , area. 




This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 


of the FBI. It is the property 
agency; it and its contents are 
your agency. 


of the FBI and is loaned to your 
not to be distributed outside 
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TO 


FROM 


/UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


CONFID 


Director, FBI { 100-12304 


Legal Att 
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DATE: 


4/19/77 



, Ottawa 


( 105-5709 > (RUC) 


SUBJECT: PAUL ROBESON COMMEMORATIVE COMMITTEE 

IS - R (CPUSA) 



Reference: 


New York LHM 3/25/77 and Philadelphia 
LHM 3/29/77 



Dissemination, as outlined below, was made on dates indicated 
to foreign agencies listed. 
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April e, 1978 






The T^te House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear President Carter: 
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It was mentioned on a radio interview o 
that in f or mat i on . an d es of his father 
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ing Six* e 

this be so 
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and what_could- be (tone 
this information? 
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He was one great human being, superior in intellect and 
accomplishment. What a rare iristruraait was his voice. 
There are so few like his that it is a shame we squelched 
it. Truly, he was an early black leader and paid a heavy 
price for lis convictions. Can we not now take off the li 
and let his greatness rise? 



His son says that he never suffered any bitterness or 
hatred about what happened to him because he was all 
about LOVE. And the* velbet voice. What a shame his career 

was not allowed to flower so thut we would have more of 


his 


music recorded. 



Last 


entertained 


year we 
on finding some Robeson 
think he must 




man 




Whei I heard Paul Robeson, 
(the Few York Times station 
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father's birthday, i v/as 

give Paul Robeson the place 
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from Holland who was belt 
when in Few York City. I 
r eclated outside o 
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in Few York) on the eve of his 

to hear of an effort to 



he deserves even 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


Dear Mrs. Bergquistt 

your recent letter to President Carter was 
ferred to the FBI and was received here on April 24th. 
In reply r prevlouifVequests have been ivade regarding in 



■UWA« 




LciQia^^ijn VIII ^rgu oiiu . 

have been released under the provisions of the Preedoic ot f 
Infcrication Act (Title 5, United States Code, Section 5521*^ 
If you are Interested in seeking such documents, you should 
make a separate inquiry, clearly narking the envelope and 

the letter as a Preedoa: of Information Act request, and ' 
direct It to the Director, Federal Bureau of Investigatiph, 
Kashington, D. C. 20535. In the letter you must request 
documents regarding the specific topic of Interest to you. 
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Diiecter ‘1 Sac*r 


Robeson is exempt 
the Freedom of 


Other material concerning Mr. 

from disclosure pursuant to provisions of 

Since you also mentioned 

1 am for 


Information and Privacy Acts, 
the Central Intelligence Agency In your 


inquiry, i « 

warding a copy of your letter and of this reply to that 
agency for any consideration It you. 
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William ti. weDsier 

CTfoi Dlrictor 
ol-jo| ^Bsep.pir 

Mill lam H . 
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Mr. Underwood 
Rocmt 6958 
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Whu correspondent’s response may engender a 
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with SAHHpmp Operations 
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